Assignment 2: Annotated Bibliography
Worth 25% 
Due Date: June 8th by 11:59 p.m. (submit as a Word file or PDF to Avenue)

Late papers: see the late penalty on the syllabus.
Turnitin: All work automatically goes through Turnitin when you submit to Avenue. For this assignment, you must paraphrase and cite (no direct quotes are permitted). 
Citation format: APA (same as last assignment – please see directions and links re: APA format on the assignment 1 info sheet).

Topics (select ONE):
1. What evidence exists to confirm that humans interbred with Neanderthals? Find four scholarly articles published in the last 10 years that outline evidence for interbreeding.
2. How is death perceived in Tana Toraja? Select four scholarly articles that discuss issues surrounding cultural perceptions of death among Torajans.
3. What have forensic anthropologists learned about bodily decay from the Body Farms? Select four scholarly articles that discuss this issue and outline the findings of the authors.
4. What are some reasons why endocannibalism is practiced within the context of the mortuary rituals of some cultures? Select four scholarly articles that discuss this issue and outline the authors’ findings.
5. Did Neanderthals (or another hominin other than Homo sapiens/us) produce the first cave paintings (called pictographs)? Select four scholarly articles that discuss this issue and outline the authors’ findings.
6. Why are cremations increasingly popular in North America, and what does this say about cultural conceptions of death? Select four scholarly articles that discuss this issue and outline the authors’ findings.
7. Is anorexia nervosa a culture-bound syndrome? Select two scholarly articles that say ‘yes,’ and two who say ‘no,’ and outline their reasoning.
8. Why do some people Instagram (or post to other social media platforms) their food? Select four scholarly articles that discuss this trend and outline the findings of the various authors.
9. In Papua New Guinea, there are many food taboos and/or restrictions for women. Why do these taboos/restrictions exist? Select four scholarly articles that discuss this issue and outline the reasons identified by authors.

Annotated bibliography
Find four (and only four!) written scholarly sources (ie. an academic book, edited book, or periodical/journal article) about ONE of the topics above and provide an annotation under each of your four APA references. You cannot use textbooks, including our own textbook as one of your four sources. It is important that you spend some time finding articles that help address and answer the question assigned. Please do not select random articles that are only remotely related to your topic. Here is an example of how to do an annotated bibliography (note that the sample listed here provides a summary of the article but NOT the rationale for why it is included, which you will need to add to your annotations):
https://nmsu.libguides.com/c.php?g=545480&p=3741667
****Please do not simply re-word or copy article abstracts for your annotation!! This will result in a 0.


How to write an annotation (please pay very close attention to the grading rubric, below):

1. Include the bibliographic information of your source in APA.
For example, for the following book chapter: 
Nakhaeizadeh, S., Dror, I. E., & Morgan, R. M. (2020). Chapter 20—Cognitive bias in sex estimation: The influence of context on forensic decision-making. In A. R. Klales (Ed.), Sex Estimation of the Human Skeleton (pp. 327–342). Academic Press. 
2. Under your citation, summarize the content and main argument of the source. Use full sentences and paragraph format. In the same paragraph, at the bottom of your summary, provide a word rationale for why you decided to include it in your bibliography. Each annotation for each source should be approximately 200-250 words.

Evaluation (25% total)

Style & Organization (5%)
● Length: neither excessively short or excessively long (see guidance for
individual section lengths, above)
● No grammatical or spelling errors (use a spelling and grammar checker!)
no redundant/repetitive writing or “filler” text (unnecessary flowery or
irrelevant expository language).
● writing style is clear, eloquent and concise
● avoid “filler” (irrelevant, redundant, flowery prose intended to fill space –
also includes unnecessary use of direct quotes and use of unnecessarily
long citations , e.g. it is NOT NECESSARY to include full author names
or article titles. It should be simply “Smith, 2020”, “Lavenda & Schulz 2022,” or
“Author, 2023.”  For example, Smith (2020) suggests that….

Annotated Scholarly Sources (20%, 4 x 5%)
For each scholarly source, the following will be evaluated on the following:
● Approximately 200-250 words in length for each annotation (so 800-1000 words total for the assignment)
● Is clearly salient to the topic (that is, is not just loosely related), and is NOT a textbook
● Is identifiably a scholarly source (academic book or journal article/periodical)
● Complete bibliographic details are provided in APA style
● Annotation includes:
--a concise but specific summary of the source’s content and
argument that does not simply paraphrase the abstract of the article (if an abstract is provided)
--a convincing explanation for that source’s inclusion in your bibliography
● In all cases, paraphrasing is expected, with in-text citations. No direct
quoting will be accepted in this assignment. One point out of five will be deducted
for each annotation that contains direct quotes. For the purposes of this
assignment adequate paraphrasing will have no more than 3 words in a
row that are verbatim from the original source.
● Page numbers should be included if you are referencing a specific
passage in your source.
● Remember: your annotated bibliography should contain selected
sources. TAs can tell the difference between a carefully selected
bibliography and the top four results of a Google Scholar search!
 
How to find scholarly sources 
See this info on the library website: https://library.mcmaster.ca/research/scholarly-vs-popular-sources
Here’s a video on scholarly sources: https://library.mcmaster.ca/research/scholarly-vs-popular-sources#tab-definition
Start by searching for keywords in AnthroSource, Web of Science, or one of many other scholarly databases. Examples of good keywords may include, “anthropology” and “food”, for example if you are looking for anthropology of food. Once you have a good source, remember to scan its bibliography for other potential sources.
Some examples of commonly cited anthropology periodicals: 
●  American Anthropologist 
●  Medical Anthropology Quarterly 
●  Antiquity 
●  American Antiquity 
●  American Journal of Physical Anthropology 
●  American Journal of Human Biology 
●  Evolutionary Anthropology 
●  Hunter-Gatherer Studies 
●  Annals of Anthropological Practice 
●  Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 
.... You can find many more in the McMaster Library Online Journal Search and Journal Databases! 


